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City of Burlingame 
Special Permit Application 

 

The Planning Commission is required by law to make findings as defined by the City’s Ordinance (Chapter 
25.78).  Your answers to the following questions can assist the Planning Commission in making the 
decision as to whether the findings can be made for your request.  Refer to the end of this form for 
assistance with these questions. 
 
1. Explain how the proposed modification to standards respects and preserves the character of the 

neighborhood in which the project is located. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Explain how the proposed modification to standards results in a project that is designed and 

arranged to provide adequate consideration to ensure the public health, safety, and general 
welfare, and to prevent adverse effects on neighboring properties. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Explain how the additional development capacity is consistent with General Plan goals and 

policies. 
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1. Explain how the proposed modification to standards respects and preserves the character of the 
neighborhood in which the project is located. 

 
How will the proposed structure or addition affect neighboring properties or structures on those 
properties?  If neighboring properties will not be affected, state why.  Compare the proposed 
addition to the mass, scale and characteristics of neighboring properties.  Think about mass and bulk, 
landscaping, sunlight/shade, views from neighboring properties.  Neighboring properties and 
structures include those to the right, left, rear and across the street. 

 
 
2. Explain how the proposed modification to standards results in a project that is designed and 

arranged to provide adequate consideration to ensure the public health, safety, and general 
welfare, and to prevent adverse effects on neighboring properties. 
 
How will the proposed structure affect neighboring properties or structures on those properties?  If 
neighboring properties will not be affected, state why.  Think about traffic, noise, lighting, paving, 
landscaping sunlight/shade, views from neighboring properties, ease of maintenance, etc. 
 
Public health includes such things as sanitation (garbage), air quality, discharges into sewer and 
stormwater systems, water supply safety, and things which have the potential to affect public health 
(i.e., underground storage tanks, storage of chemicals, situations which encourage the spread of 
rodents, insects or communicable diseases). 
 
Public safety.  How will the structure or use within the structure affect police or fire protection?  Will 
alarm systems or sprinklers be installed?  Could the structure or use within the structure create a 
nuisance or need for police services (i.e., noise, unruly gatherings, loitering, and traffic) or fire 
services (i.e., storage or use of flammable or hazardous materials, or potentially dangerous activities 
like welding, woodwork, engine removal). 
 
General welfare is a catch-all phrase meaning community good.  Is the proposal consistent with the 
city’s policy and goals for conservation and development?  Is there a social benefit? 
 

 
3. Explain how the additional development capacity is consistent with General Plan goals and 

policies. 
 

Compare your proposal with the General Plan goals and policies and explain why this proposal is 
consistent with those goals and policies. 
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